
The group discussed conservation matters, capacity building and extending the network to involve 

more people and include other migratory species. Special threats were also highlighted for 

endangered species like the dugong, sperm whale and vunerable species like humpback dolphins.  

Thank you for your help in improving and expanding the Network: KWS - 

Coast Assistant Director Arthur Tuda, Warden Korir, Lynn Njeri Njuguna, Warden Gamoe, Warden 

Wambua, Jillo Katello, KMFRI - Dr Nina Wambiji, Gladys Okemwa, NEMA - James Kamula, Watamu 

Operators -  Justin Kitsao and Fazal Omar, KIBOA - Omar Mshamanga, GVI - Zeno Wijtten, Thalia 

Pereira, Hannah Bailey, Sergi Pérez, WMA - Steve Trott, Jane Spilsbury, WWF - Mike Olendo, Lillian 

Mulupi, Hassan and Hadija  and Kenyatta Universitiy students Cheruiyot Mutai and Japheth 

Mussila.  

Welcome to the fourth issue of the KMMN newsletter! 
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A great step in the Future of Dolphin and Whale 

Conservation in Kenya - the Kenya Marine Mammal Network held the very 

first conference in Mombasa. An energising positive event with contributions from Kenya 

Wildlife Service, Kenya Marine & Fisheries Research Institute, National Environment 

Management Authority, GVI Kenya Shimoni, Watamu and Kisite Operators, Watamu Marine 

Association, WWF Kenya Country Office, and Kenyatta University.  

The first Kenya Marine Mammal Network  Conference, at KWS 

Mombasa Headquarters,  on the 15th  November 2013.  
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Sightings  2011 -  2013 

Since the Kenya Marine Mammal Network 

was established in May 2011 until September 

2013 a total of 681 sightings were reported 

from 45 collaborators.  

The reports came from Shimoni (South coast) to Wa-

tamu (North coast) and the most sighted locations 

were: Watamu-Malindi ( 364 sightings ) and Kwale 

(305). A total of 12 cetacean species were spotted, 

being the Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphin and Hump-

back Whale the most sighted species (Fig. 1). Based 

on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, six of 

these species are classified as òData deficientó,  three 

as òLeast concernó, one as òNear Threatenedó and 

two as òVulnerableó (http://www.iucnredlist.org/).  

 

It is important to notice that although high di-

versity of marine mammal species were seen 

along the coast, very few sightings were re-

ported for the endangered IP humpback dol-

phin. Only 27 sighting in three years. And 

most of them on the south coast. 

Figure 1 and 2 ñ A total of  681 sightings reported from May 2011 to 

September 2013. Below, the endangered IP humpback dolphin, a mother 

and calf. 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/


 

 

 

 

The IP bottlenose dolphin was mainly reported 

around the Marine Protected Areas (Kisite-

Mpunguti and Watamu-Malindi MPA), which 

these animals use for socializing, feeding and 

resting. It is probable that the offshore sight-

ings belong to the common bottlenose dolphin 

species, which has a preference for deeper 

waters. 
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Sightings 2011 - 2013 

Figure 3 - Humpback Whale distribution 

Humpback whales were seen on their mi-

gration through Kisite and Watamu. High 

numbers of animals were reported by deep 

sea fishermen on the Watamu Banks (71 

sightings) and around òThe Ripsó (14 sight-

ings). 

Figure 1 - Marine Mammal distribution along 

the Kenya coast (2011-2013) 

 

Figure 2 - IP bottlenose dolphin distribution. 

As the network expands,  it will help  to monitor 

marine mammal populations and create an 

opportunity for anyone to contribute directly to  

cetacean research, appreciate and learn about 

marine mammals and their environment.    


